
 
 

European Forum of Sign Language Interpreters  
Wetstraat 26/15 - 1040 Brussels – Belgium 
team@efsli.org 
 
For the kind attention of: 
The Rt Hon Boris Johnson, MP, 
The Prime Minister, 
10 Downing Street, 
London 
SW1A 2AA 
 

  21st September 2020 
Dear Prime Minister, 
 
Lack of British Sign Language (BSL) interpretation at UK Government daily Coronavirus briefings 
 
The European Forum of Sign Language Interpreters (efsli) is an umbrella organisation consisting of the 
national associations of Sign Language Interpreters across Europe. The British organisations, the 
Association of Sign Language Interpreters (ASLI) and the Scottish Collaborative of Sign Language 
Interpreters (SCOSLI), are among our Full Members. 
 
efsli has recently joined the British #WhereIstheInterpreter campaign launched by representatives of the 
British Deaf community earlier this year. Over the past few months, they have requested the provision of 
British Sign Language (BSL) at the daily Coronavirus briefings, to allow full accessibility to information 
regarding the COVID-19 virus and its containment efforts as well as other relevant information addressed to 
British citizens. Unfortunately, it seems that their requests have not been fully considered as the provision 
that has been made by your Government is only for an on-screen interpreter on the separate BBC News 
Channel. 
 
We have been informed that the British Government is planning to hold daily briefings again starting from 
October. We would like to echo the #WhereIstheInterpreter campaign and would like to stress that only by 
having information in British Sign Language that the British Deaf Community can have equal, full and 
meaningful access to information during this difficult time. 
 
The majority of governments in Europe and the world do respect their commitments made under the United 
Nations Convention on the Rights of People’s with Disabilities (UN CRPD, Articles 9 and 21) to ensure full 
access to information. We are fully aware that the British Government is highly committed to fighting 
against any form of discrimination and we ask that the Government reconsiders its position and agrees to 
the request from Deaf British campaigners to provide “live-on-platform” BSL interpreters.  
 
efsli is committed to providing support and advice on issues related to the profession of Sign Language 
Interpreters and we advocate for respect of the human rights of deaf communities, however, we do not 
wish to interfere in national affairs. For this reason, we encourage you to contact #WhereIstheInterpreter 
campaigners as well as the British Sign Language interpreter associations mentioned above (ASLI & 
SCOSLI) for further information and any assistance you may need. 
 
We thank you kindly for your attention. 
Yours sincerely, 
 
On behalf of efsli, 
 
 
Ivana Bućko, efsli president 
	


